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I. Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended): A weatherstrip for a motor vehicle comprising, In 
combination, 

a metal cam'er having a first lonqltudinallv extending region of a first 
flexibility and a second lonoltudlnallv extending region adiacent said firs;t region of a 
second flexibility distinct from said first flexibility, and 

an elastomeric material disposed about said carrier and including at 
least one sealing feature. 

2. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 1 wherein said metal carrier is 
fabricated of steel or aluminum. 

3. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 1 wherein said first region 
includes a plurality of apertures disposed generally centrally along said netal canler. 

4. (Original): The weatherstrip of daim 1 wherein said se cond region 
includes a plurality of transverse slits. 

5. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 1 wherein said sealing feature 
Includes a pair of flanges. 

6. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 1 wherein said metal carrier is Li- 
shaped rn cross-section and a porBon of said elastomeric materiJil defines a 
corresponding U-shape. 
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7. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 1 wherein said meta I carrier is a 
continuous, unitary piece. 

8. (Currently Amended): A sealing strip for a motor vehicle cDmprising, in 
combination, 

a U-shaped carrier having a first longitudinally extending region of a first 
flexibility and a second longitudinally extending region adiacent said TmX region of a 
second flexibility distinct from said first flexibility, and 

an elastomeric material disposed about said carrier and Including at least one 
feature adapted to provide a seal against a vehicle component. 

9. (Currently Amended): The w e ath e rstr i p sealing strip for a motor 
vehicle of claim 8 wherein said U^haped carrier Is fabricated of steel or aluminum. 

10. (Currently Amended): The weatherettp sealing strip for a motor 
vehicle of claim 8 wherein said first region includes a plurality of apertures disposed 
generally centrally along said U-shaped carrier. 

11. (Currently Amended): The weatherstrip sealing strip for a motor 
vehicle of claim 8 wherein said second region includes a plurality of transverse slits. 

12. (Currently Amended): The w e ath e r s trip sealing strip for a motor 
vehicle of claim 8 wherein said sealing feature includes a pair of flanges 
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13. (Currently Amended): The woathorctrip sealing strip for a moior 
vehicle of claim 8 wherein said sealing feature includes a generally circular, hollow 
member. 

14. (Currently Amended): The w e atherstrip sealing strip for a motor 
vehicle of claim 8 wherein a portion of said eiastomeric material defines a shape 
corresponding to said U-shaped carrier. 

15. (Currently Amended): A weatherstrip for a motor vehicle comprising, in 
combination, 

a hybrid carrier having a first longitudinally extending region of a first flexibility 
and a second longitudinally extending region adjacent said first region of a second 
flexibility distinct from said first flexibility, said first and said second regions having 
substantiallv uniform flexibilitv along their respective lengths and 

an eiastomeric sealing materia! encapsulating said carrier, s.aid material 
defining at least one longitudinally extending sealing feature. 

16. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 15 wherein said hybrid carrier is 
fabricated of metal, 

17. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 15 wherein safe first region 
includes a plurality of apertures disposed generally centrally along said hybrid 
can'ier 
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18. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 15 wherein said second region 
includes a plurality of transverse slits. 

19. (Original): The weatherstrip of claim 15 wherein said sealing feature 
includes a pair of flanges. 

20. (Original): The weatherstrip of daim 15 wherein said hyi)rid carrier is 
U-shaped in cross-section and said elastomeric material defines a corr<»spond!ng U- 
shape. 

21. (New): The sealing strip for a motor vehicle of claim 8 wherein said 
first and said second regions have substantially unifonn flexibility along their 
respective lengths. 
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